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an irregular triangular
space, 80 miles by
30, about 5260 feet
above sea-level, on the
border - land between
the Armenian and
Kurdistan highlands.
From the snowy
Sipan-dagh, towering
above its northern
shore, it is seen to
occupy " the centre
of a magnificent
valley, surrounded 011
three sides by densely-
wooded mountains,
whose forests of firs,
chestnut, beech, wal-
nut, and ash merge in
the broad belt of
gardens and melon-
grounds that fringe
most of the shore line
as far as the eye can
reach."1 Its waters,
which are diversified
with several lovely
islets and teem with
fish, are very salt,
and have no present
outflow.

Dr. E. Sieger lias
shown that the levels

1 J. C. M'Coan, Our New
Protectorate, i. 45.

